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BAUCUS
ill". PCA-FLB MEETING
Its always gratifying to meet with farmers and ranchers when I'm
in Montana. They are the number 1 industry in the State as they are in the
Nation - Agriculture assets nationwide are 927 billions. No other industry
approaches this figure. Agriculture is the number 1 employer - 15 million
people, and the number 1 inflation fighter. The productivity growth of
Agriculture was 5 times greater than non-farm industry over the past 5 years.
This doesn't in any way point out that Agriculture has as many or
more problems and dilemmas than other segments of the economy.
With wheat at 60% of parity and cattle at 67% we have problems. -
This is coupled with exhorbitant rising costs of production, transportation,
rising costs of land interest rates.
We have a new farm program to initiate this year that could dictate
the future of the ag income. The family farmer has everything at stake.
We'll certainly be watching for inequitities such as the recent barley
deficiency shortcoming. -
I want your ideas, your input, concerns and suggestions -.
I can't promise you all-or any - results you may want but it won't be because
I'm not aware of the problems and working for a better Agriculture. With a
prosperous Ag industry we'll have a prosperous Montana.
I know you have a full day of business but I would take a couple
of questions.
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